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Definitions for This Presentation 

Upgrade =  new model which keeps the same serial number 
Example:    POWER6 570 9117-MMA to POWER7 770 9117-MMB 

 

Migration = new model which does not keep the same serial number 
Example:   POWER6 550 8204-E8A to POWER7 750 8223-E8B 
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Is protecting a serial number important? 

To some clients, it does not matter.   To others it does matter. 

 

Serial number might matter: 
Additional documentation/tools for moving to newer server  

Financially works better for depreciation/budget 

IBM software entitlements moves easily to newer server  (especially IBM i) 

IBM 5250 entitlements (IBM i) moves easily to new server 

 

Serial number might not matter: 
Client’s asset definition doesn’t use IBM serial number of server* 

Financial impact to depreciation/budget not an impact 

IBM software transferable (with a bit more effort) 

IBM 5250 more transferable now to POWER7 with RPQ 

* Note: Some clients do not align their asset identification with the IBM serial number of a server.  It is the client’s job to 

follow the accounting standards they and their auditors have established for their business.     
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Model Upgrades (Same Serial Number) as of 1Q 2011 

POWER5 POWER6 POWER7 

595 

570 

550 

520/525 

520/515 

595 

570 

550 

520 4-core 

520 2-core 

560 

795 

770 

750 

780 

720 4 core 

720 6/8 core 

740 

730 

710 

520 1-core 
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Model Upgrades (Same Serial Number) as of 1Q 2011 

POWER5 POWER6 POWER7 

595 

570 

550 

520/525 

520/515 

595 
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550 

520 4-core 

520 2-core 

560 
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770 
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Guidelines Provided by IBM Legal/Business Practices 

From Wiki posted by Bradley Swick, IBM 
http://w3.tap.ibm.com/w3ki/display/HWPractices/Same-Serial%20Number%202-Step%20MESs 
 
Same-Serial Number 2-Step MESs 
 
Two-step MES upgrade transactions (defined here as a same-serial number upgrade of 
machine A to machine C using machine B as an interim step, where A->C is NOT an 
announced upgrade path) should only be accepted by IBM and fulfilled when all of the 
following are true: 

A  B and B C are announced upgrade paths;  
the two steps are individually, sequentially contracted for and priced;  
IBM has no indication or knowledge that the customer's intent when upgrading from A B is to 

do so merely as an interim step to get to machine C; and  
A B is actually installed on the end user premises and put to productive use by the customer 

before placing an order for the B C MES (typically at least 90 days should have elapsed 
between the time that machine B is put into productive use and the date the customer orders 
the B C MES upgrade). 

 
Two-step transactions, as described above, should not be accepted and fulfilled with a 
same-serial number MES upgrade when either: 

the end user does not put machine B into productive use for a sufficient period of time (as 
described above), or  

A  B is used for the sole purpose of enabling the subsequent MES upgrade to machine C. 
 
In such case, the two-step transaction should only be fulfilled as an asset swap whereby 
machine C has a unique serial number compared to machines A or B. 

If needed, contact Legal/Business Practices for more background information on this IBM world wide guideline.  
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Model Upgrades (Same Serial Number) as of 1Q 2011 

POWER5  POWER6 POWER6  POWER7 

595 

570 

550 

520/525 

520/515 

595 

570 

550 

520 4-core 

520 2-core 

560 

795 

770 

750 

780 

720 4 core 

720 6/8 core 

740 

730 

710 

520 1-core 

595 

570 

550 

520 4-core 

520 2-core 

560 

520 1-core 
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POWER5  POWER6 (Same Serial Number) 

POWER5  POWER6 

595 

570 

550 

520/525 

520/515 

595 

570 

550 

520 4-core 

520 2-core 

560 

520 1-core 

Upgrades into POWER6 595 to be withdrawn 29 July 2011 
(withdrawal announced 19 Oct 2010) 

Upgrades into POWER6 520 to be withdrawn 27 May 2011 
(withdrawal announced 19 Oct 2010) 

Upgrades into POWER6 550 to be withdrawn 27 May 2011 
(withdrawal announced 19 Oct 2010) 

Upgrades into POWER6 570 withdrawn  Jan 2011 
(path withdrawal announced April 2010) 
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Model Withdrawal From Marketing (as of Jan 2011) 

POWER5 POWER6 

595 

570 

550 

520/525 

520/515 

595 

570 

550 

520 2 core 

520 1-core 

560 

510 

520 4 core 

WFM = withdrawn from 

marketing (support not 

withdrawn) 

 

 

 

WA = withdrawal from 

marketing announced 25 Jan 

2011, but not yet effective 
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Unification Model “Conversions” Remain Available 

POWER6  POWER6 

595 

570 

550 

520 4-core 

520 2-core 

560 

520 1-core 

• Unification conversions change a 
System i machine type/model and 
feature code structure to a unified 
Power Systems product structure.  
They basically change the labels and 
don’t change the hardware*.  You 
start with a POWER6 server and end 
up with the same* POWER6 server.    

• No withdrawal of POWER6 to 
POWER6 conversions has been 
announced.  Thus the WFM of 
POWER5 to POWER6 upgrades do 
not impact these conversions. 

• The conversion of a 940x to a 
9117/8204/8203 is NOT considered 
a “step” in the 2-step MES upgrade 
guideline provided by IBM 
Legal/Business Practices.  

9406-MMA 

9409-M50 

9408-M25 

9407-M15 

9117-MMA 

8204-E8A 

8203-E4A 

* One small hardware component changes – a VPD/Anchor card 

Note the term “conversion” has other meanings when used by eConfg 

and IBM ordering system when doing upgrades.   Features/models are 

either “adds”, “removes” or conversions in this context.      
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Why Convert 940x Now to Unified Servers 

POWER6  POWER6 

Newer I/O (MMA, M50, M25, M15) 

• Starting after Power Systems was 
introduced, new I/O was added to unified 
product structure and not announced on the 
940x POWER6 servers.   

• As even more I/O is announced in 2011, the 
difference will grow 

 

POWER7 upgrades (MMA, M25) 

• Must convert before upgrading.  Paths only 
provided from unified product structure. 

 

Conversion is “no charge” (mostly) 

• Conversion itself is no charge, but there 
may be associated changes which may 
cause charges – maintenance coverage or 
POWERVM licensing for example may be 
impacted 

9406-MMA 

9409-M50 

9408-M25 

9407-M15 

9117-MMA 

8204-E8A 

8203-E4A 
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Trademarks 

The following are trademarks of the International Business Machines Corporation in the United States, other countries, or both. 

The following are trademarks or registered trademarks of other companies. 

* All other products may be trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective companies. 

Notes:   

Performance is in Internal Throughput Rate (ITR) ratio based on measurements and projections using standard IBM benchmarks in a controlled environment.  The actual throughput that any user 
will experience will vary depending upon considerations such as the amount of multiprogramming in the user's job stream, the I/O configuration, the storage configuration, and the workload 
processed.  Therefore, no assurance can  be given that an individual user will achieve throughput improvements equivalent to the performance ratios stated here.  

IBM hardware products are manufactured from new parts, or new and serviceable used parts. Regardless, our warranty terms apply. 

All customer examples cited or described in this presentation are presented as illustrations of  the manner in which some customers have used IBM products and the results they may have 
achieved.  Actual environmental costs and performance characteristics will vary depending on individual customer configurations and conditions. 

This publication was produced in the United States.  IBM may not offer the products, services or features discussed in this document in other countries, and the information may be subject to 
change without notice.  Consult your local IBM business contact for information on the product or services available in your area. 

All statements regarding IBM's future direction and intent are subject to change or withdrawal without notice, and represent goals and objectives only. 

Information about non-IBM products is obtained from the manufacturers of those products or their published announcements.  IBM has not tested those products and cannot confirm the 
performance, compatibility, or any other claims related to non-IBM products.  Questions on the capabilities of non-IBM products should be addressed to the suppliers of those products. 

Prices subject to change without notice.  Contact your IBM representative or Business Partner for the most current pricing in your geography. 

Adobe, the Adobe logo, PostScript, and the PostScript logo are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Adobe Systems Incorporated in the United States, and/or other countries. 

Cell Broadband Engine is a trademark of Sony Computer Entertainment, Inc. in the United States, other countries, or both and is used under license therefrom.  

Java and all Java-based trademarks are trademarks of Sun Microsystems, Inc. in the United States, other countries, or both.  

Microsoft, Windows, Windows NT, and the Windows logo are trademarks of Microsoft Corporation in the United States, other countries, or both. 

Intel, Intel logo, Intel Inside, Intel Inside logo, Intel Centrino, Intel Centrino logo, Celeron, Intel Xeon, Intel SpeedStep, Itanium, and Pentium are trademarks or registered trademarks of Intel 

Corporation or its subsidiaries in the United States and other countries. 

UNIX is a registered trademark of The Open Group in the United States and other countries.  

Linux is a registered trademark of Linus Torvalds in the United States, other countries, or both.  

ITIL is a registered trademark, and a registered community trademark of the Office of Government Commerce, and is registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. 

IT Infrastructure Library is a registered trademark of the Central Computer and Telecommunications Agency, which is now part of the Office of Government Commerce.  

For a complete list of IBM Trademarks, see www.ibm.com/legal/copytrade.shtml:   
 
 
*, AS/400®, e business(logo)®, DBE, ESCO, eServer, FICON, IBM®,  IBM (logo)®, iSeries®, MVS, OS/390®, pSeries®, RS/6000®, S/30, VM/ESA®, 
VSE/ESA, WebSphere®, xSeries®, z/OS®, zSeries®, z/VM®, System i, System i5, System p, System p5, System x, System z, System z9®, BladeCenter®  

Not all common law marks used by IBM are listed on this page. Failure of a mark to appear does not mean that IBM does not use the mark nor does it mean that the product is not 

actively marketed or is not significant within its relevant market. 

Those trademarks followed by ® are registered trademarks of IBM in the United States; all others are trademarks or common law marks of IBM in the United States. 


